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LOCAL STEM/ROBOTICS NON-PROFIT  

RECOGNIZED AT BOARD OF COMMISSIONERS MEETING 
IN GUILFORD COUNTY 

 
Greensboro, NC — On Thursday, April 4th, the Nehemiah STEM Academy’s - Tech & Robotic 
program was recognized at the Guilford County‘s Board of Commissioners meeting.  The youth 
were presented with two certificates of achievement awards.  Over the past six months, the youth 
competed in their first F.I.R.S.T. robotics competitions held in Guilford County.  In March, the 
Nehemiah Explorers (youth ages 6-10), received the ‘CONSTRUCTION INNOVATION’ award.  
Their goal was to build a safe way for humans to inhabit and travel on the moon.  Last November, 
the Nehemiah Builders (youth ages 9-14), won the judges award for ‘MOST INNOVATIVE IDEA’ 
for a rookie team. Their mission was to develop protective clothing for astronauts to travel near the 
sun. 
 
The Executive Director, Pastor Randi Francis states: “Our main goal is to empower and expose at-
risk youth, teens and young adults to the STEM, robotics and I.T. fields.  There are over 4 million 
STEM and I.T. jobs available in the U.S. and not enough qualified people to fill those jobs.  The 
U.S. is demanding that society better equip and prepare individuals for these lucrative careers. We 
create career awareness and provide various STEM-based activities to pique a child’s interest and 
explore the job possibilities in these fields.”   One teen has even decided to become a mechanical 
engineer instead of living a life of crime. With the help of Ms. Claire Oxner and her team from 
Team Platypi, this summer we will be implementing CAD certification, 3-D printing and coding. 
 
The Nehemiah STEM Academy’s - Jr. Tech and Robotics program is funded, in part, by the Dept. 
of Juvenile Crime Prevention Council.  Over the past two years, this grant has allowed Nehemiah 
to provide summer camp and after school activities for youth ages 6-15.  This year, they will also 
be implementing their apprenticeship program for teens ages 14-17 via funding from the Project 
SAFE Neighborhoods initiative with the Greensboro Police Dept.  Teens will receive hands-on 
work experience in PC assembly & repair and lawn care maintenance.  This organization recently 
has received their 2

nd
 round of funding from CFGG’s Women’s Fund for their Phenomenal Women 

in STEM initiative.  They offer I.T. certification training for women 18 and up and are developing an 
all-female team to compete in the well-renowned F.I.R.S.T. robotics competition.  YES WE CAN ! 
 
This organization is truly fulfilling their motto: ‘EDUCATING FOR THE 21st CENTURY & BEYOND! 
Due to the high demand and response, individual and corporate sponsorships/donations are 
needed for capacity building. 
 
You may send an email to rfrancis@be-a-nehemiah.org to inquire about any of the above 
programs. They are currently enrolling for their STEM/Robotic Exploration summer camp.  Find out 
how your child can qualify for a scholarship, sponsor a child for summer camp or become an 
annual corporate sponsor.  For more information or to make a one-time tax deductible donation for 
this worthy cause, visit them on the web at: https://www.be-a-nehemiah.org. 
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